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digestable foodstuff for his permanent part-
ner, who acts as sensor and effecior.,

May I assure you that there exist today
neither conceptual nor technological diffi-
culties to realize such automata in mechan-
ical and electronic hardware. Indeed, we
have the theoretical and technological

know-how to construct svstems in compari-
son to which the two characters of mv little
allegory would look like simpletons, Given
a bit more time, T venture to sav that in
comparison with these future automata,
even we may look like simpletons,

Since man is limited in his capacity to
process information and to make complex
decisions, and since man’s environment be-
comes more and more intricate, because it
is more and more defined by man's own
complexity, it is not absurd to predict that
within one generation adaptive, decision
making automata will play a decisive role
in charting the eourse of human cvents.

I am sare that most of us agree that we
are today in the midst of a major transfor-
mation of the human condition, ana 1 am
convineed that in this period of transition
the role of the psychiatrist wili be of para-
mount importance, because it will be he
who will have to deal with the frustrations
resulting from our incapacity to communi-
cate with these future automata.
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